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FROM DUSK TILL DAWN

‘If I Can’t Dance…’ takes over the Van Abbemuseum for eighteen hours. 

From 17.00 on Friday 19 March to 11.00 on Saturday 20 March.

For the From Dusk Till Dawn  event, If I CanÕt Dance, I DonÕt Want To Be Part of Your Revolution 
will be taking over the ÔOudbouwÕ of the Van Abbemuseum in Eindhoven for the entire 
evening, night and morning of Friday 19 March to Saturday 20 March. For eighteen hours 
the Van AbbemuseumÕs directors are transferring the museumÕs management to the 
international If I CanÕt Dance, I DonÕt Want To Be Part Of Your Revolution platform. From Dusk 
Till Dawn is taking Masquerade  as its theme and includes an exhibition, a performance 
programme and a series of lectures by twenty internationally renowned artists and thinkers, 
including  Keren Cytter, Suchan Kinoshita, Joachim Koester, Peggy Phelan, Suely Rolnik & 

Lars Bang Larsen. 

Masquerade Ð critical and celebratory
The From Dusk Till Dawn ‘intervention’ in the Van Abbemuseum is the grand finale of the project entitled 
Edition III – Masquerade, which since 2008 has been organized together with diverse partners in 
Copenhagen, Amsterdam, Bilbao and Dublin. The curators of this event want to use it to investigate 
together with artists and philosophers how the individual is regarded in our current day and age. We are 
living in an era that has seen the revival of the cult of the individual. But where does that take us if we wish 
to account for the ‘other’ and want to exercise influence on the world we live in? 
 From Dusk Till Dawn presents the ‘topsy-turvy world’. In the fine tradition of carnival, the project 
likewise presents a critical as well as a celebratory component: the individual is neither adulated nor 
dismissed – the aim is to find alternatives. In works that are primarily new, the artists present their views 
with regard to paradigms such as power relations, gender, the subconscious and transformation, making 
use of principles like ritual, role-play, mimicry and imitation.

From sunset to sunrise
The museum itself will be activated as a ‘stage’: the stately museum galleries will provide the backdrop for 
a diversity of performances. All the visitors will be encouraged to participate actively, to step into a new 
museological world. Because the programme runs from sunset to sunrise, the perception and experience 
of the museum will also be completely different: bright daylight will turn to twilight and darkness, making 
an appeal to all the senses. This radically different way of handling a museum is wholly in line with the 
intentions of From Dusk Till Dawn. ‘I take over the directorship temporarily and consider that as a 
wonderful opportunity to make our Masquerade theme concrete,’ says initiator Frédérique Bergholtz. ‘All 
those present will be actively participating in this.’ 
 The visitors will be presented with a new programme component every hour. One of these is 
taking place at Plaza Futura, close to the museum, where on Friday evening at 20.30 and 22.30 the artist 
Keren Cytter presents ‘The True Story of John Webber and his Endless Struggle with the Table of Content’, 
a performance that has already caused a furore in New York, Berlin and London, where it was staged in 
the Tate Modern’s Turbine Hall. In ‘detournement’, Suchan Kinoshita produces performances with people 
who lead a public life and also play a ‘role’ in that sphere, such as actors, lawyers and directors. She 
challenges these figures to step outside their everyday roles and allow themselves to be ‘misused’ by the 
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situation which unfolds on the stage. The Van Abbemuseum’s director, Charles Esche, regards the 
performances and lectures as a welcome, temporary interruption of the first part of the long-term Play 
Van Abbe programme. He hopes that From Dusk Till Dawn will ‘critically question the museum and 
investigate how an institution can function more performatively’.

Participants
The participants are Ruth Buchanan, Yann Chateigné Tytelman, Keren Cytter, Yael Davids, Jon Mikel Euba, 
Olivier Foulon, Luca Frei, Aurélien Froment, Joachim Koester, Suchan Kinoshita, Lars Bang Larsen, Maria 
Pask, Peggy Phelan, Sarah Pierce, Jimmy Robert, Suely Rolnik and Stefanie Seibold.

Publication
The programme includes the presentation of the Masquerade Reader, a publication offering a selection of 
texts that have been discussed over the last two years by the Reading Group, which meets monthly in the 
headquarters of If I Can’t Dance... Internationally renowned curators, authors and theorists, including Lars 
Bang Larsen, Peggy Phelan, Suely Rolnik, Steven ten Thije and Yann Chateigné Tytelman, have contributed 
in the form of an essay. Twenty-five artists who are attached to the Piet Zwart Institute (Rotterdam) and the 
Dutch Art Institute (Enschede) have made contributions especially for the publication. The graphic design 
is by Joris Kritis and Julie Peeters. The Masquerade Reader is a joint venture by the Dutch Art Institute, If I 
Can’t Dance, the Piet Zwart Institute and the Van Abbemuseum.

Masquerade Live
The programme can be followed live via internet. Guest journalists and authors have been invited to 
interview participants in the Tower of the Van Abbemuseum.

Nomadic platform
The nomadic platform If I Can’t Dance, I Don’t Want To Be Part Of Your Revolution has been organizing 
artists’ productions, meetings and presentations at guest institutions since 2005, sometimes by invitation 
only and at other times open to the public. The name is inspired by the statement ‘If I can’t dance, I don’t 
want to be part of your revolution’, which is attributed to the Lithuanian-American feminist and activist 
Emma Goldman (1869-1940). If I Can’t Dance... concentrates on the investigation and development of 
performance in all its diversity within contemporary art. In conjunction with artists the organization 
devises projects that are staged on a diversity of international platforms and in museums. With 
Amsterdam as its base, If I Can’t Dance... leads a nomadic existence, organizing public events from Bilbao 
to Berlin and from New York to Gdansk.

Edition III – Masquerade was made possible thanks to the generous support of the Mondriaan 
Foundation, the European Union Culture Programme (2007-2013), the Netherlands Foundation for the 
Visual Arts, Design and Architecture (Fonds BKVB), the SNS Reaal Fund, the Amsterdam Fund for the Arts 
(AFK), the Prince Bernhard Cultural Foundation, the Danish Arts Council, SEACEX and the Irish Arts 
Council.

The price of admission is ! 15.00 (including food)
Visitors can purchase the Masquerade Reader for a reduced price of ! 10.00 instead of ! 15.00.

For further information and programme details visit: www.ificantdance.org

Note to Editors:
For further information, visual materials or interviews please contact ‘Claire Beke - Communicatie in 
Cultuur’. T: +31 10 425 03 44 or pressoffice@ificantdance.org


